
De Jong, Butynski & Perkin 2011 - WildSolutions.nl 

List of the Primates of Tanzania 
 
 
Primates represent one of Tanzania’s best-studied taxonomic groups of mammals. The 
taxonomic status of many of Tanzania’s primates is, nonetheless, still under debate. This 
primate list for Tanzania is compiled using the most recent and widely accepted taxonomy for 
the primates of Africa (Groves 2001, 2005, Grubb et al. 2003) together with the findings of T. 
Butynski, Y. de Jong and A. Perkin (pers. obs.).  
 
Tanzania holds 14 genera, 28 species and 28 subspecies of primate: 
   

Greater galagos - Genus Otolemur Coquerel, 1859 
 
 Small-eared greater galago Otolemur garnettii (Ogilby, 1838) 

Zanzibar small-eared galago Otolemur garnettii garnettii (Ogilby, 1838) 
Pangani small-eared galago Otolemur garnettii panganiensis Matschie, 1905 
White-tailed small-eared galago Otolemur garnettii lasiotis (Peters, 1876) 

 
 Large-eared greater galago Otolemur crassicaudatus (E. Geoffroy, 1812) 

Miombo silver galago Otolemur crassicaudatus monteiri Bartlett in Gray, 1863 
Northern silver galago Otolemur crassicaudatus argentatus (Lönnberg, 1913) 

 
 
Lesser galagos - Genus Galago E. Geoffroy, 1796 
 
 Northern lesser galago Galago senegalensis E. Geoffroy, 1796 
  Kenya lesser galago Galago senegalensis braccatus Elliot, 1907 
  Uganda lesser galago Galago senegalensis sotikae Hollister, 1920 
 
 Southern lesser galago Galago moholi A. Smith, 1836 
                        Moholi lesser galago Galago moholi moholi A. Smith, 1836 
 
 
Dwarf galagos - Genus Galagoides A. Smith, 1833 
 
 Zanzibar galago Galagoides zanzibaricus (Matschie, 1893) 
                        Zanzibar galago Galagoides zanzibaricus zanzibaricus (Matschie, 1893)   
                        Matundu galago Galagoides zanzibaricus udzungwensis (Honess, 1997)  

 
Kenya coast galago Galagoides cocos (Heller, 1912) 

 
Mozambique galago Galagoides granti (Thomas & Wroughton, 1907) 
 
Mountain galago Galagoides orinus (Lawrence & Washburn, 1936) 
 
Rondo galago Galagoides rondoensis Honess, 1997 
 
Demidoff’s galago Galagoides demidovii (G. Fischer, 1808)  
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Thomas’s galago Galagoides thomasi (Elliot, 1907) 
 
Ukinga galago Galagoides sp. nov.   
 

 
Arboreal guenons - Genus Cercopithecus Linnaeus, 1758 
 
 Gentle monkey Cercopithecus mitis Wolf, 1822 
  Doggett’s silver monkey Cercopithecus mitis doggetti Pocock, 1907 

Zanzibar Sykes’s monkey Cercopithecus mitis albogularis (Sykes, 1831) 
Tanzania Sykes’s monkey Cercopithecus mitis monoides I. Geoffroy Saint-                         

Hilaire, 1841 
  Moloney’s white-collared monkey Cercopithecus mitis moloneyi Sclater, 1893 
 

Red-tailed monkey Cercopithecus ascanius (Audebert, 1799) 
Schmidt’s red-tailed monkey Cercopithecus ascanius schmidti Matschie, 1892 

 
  
Patas monkey - Genus Erythrocebus Trouessart, 1897 
 
 Patas monkey Erythrocebus patas (Schreber, 1775) 

Southern patas monkey Erythrocebus patas baumstarki (Matschie, 1905) 
 

 
Savannah monkeys - Genus Chlorocebus Gray, 1870 
 
 Vervet monkey Chlorocebus pygerythrus (F. Cuvier, 1821) 
  Hilgert’s vervet Chlorocebus pygerythrus hilgerti (Neumann, 1902) 
  Reddish-green vervet Chlorocebus pygerythrus rufoviridis (I. Geoffroy, 1843) 
  Pemba vervet Chlorocebus pygerythrus nesiotis (Schwarz, 1926) 

 
 
Baboons - Genus Papio Erxleben, 1777 
 
 Olive baboon Papio anubis (Lesson, 1827) 
 
 Yellow baboon Papio cynocephalus (Linnaeus, 1766) 
  Kinda yellow baboon Papio cynocephalus kindae Lönnberg, 1919 

Central yellow baboon Papio cynocephalus cynocephalus (Linnaeus, 1766) 
 
 
Drill-mangabeys - Genus Cercocebus E. Geoffroy, 1812 
 
 Sanje mangabey Cercocebus sanjei Mittermeier, 1986 
 
 
Baboon-mangabeys - Genus Lophocebus Palmer, 1903 
 

Uganda grey-cheeked mangabey Lophocebus ugandae (Matschie, 1913) 
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Kipunji - Genus Rungwecebus Davenport, Stanley, Sargis, De Luca, Mpunga, Machaga & 

Olson,  2006 
 

Kipunji Rungwecebus kipunji (Ehardt, Butynski, Jones & Davenport, 2005) 
 
 
Black-and-white colobus - Genus Colobus Illiger, 1811 
 
 Angola colobus Colobus angolensis P. Sclater, 1860 

Peters’ Angola colobus Colobus angolensis palliatus Peters, 1868 
Adolf Friedrich’s Angola colobus Colobus angolensis ruwenzorii Thomas, 

1901 
Mahale Mountains Angola colobus Colobus angolensis ssp. nov. 

 
 

Guereza Colobus guereza Rüppel, 1835 
  Mau Forest guereza Colobus guereza matschiei Neumann, 1899 

Mount Kilimanjaro guereza Colobus guereza caudatus Thomas, 1885 
 
 
Olive colobus and red colobus monkeys - Genus Procolobus Rochebrune, 1887  
 
 Eastern red colobus Procolobus rufomitratus (Peters, 1879) 

Ashy red colobus Procolobus rufomitratus tephrosceles (Elliot, 1907) 
 

Zanzibar red colobus Procolobus kirkii (Gray, 1868) 
 
Udzungwa red colobus Procolobus gordonorum (Matschie, 1900)  

  
 
Chimpanzees - Genus Pan Oken, 1816 
 
 Robust chimpanzee Pan troglodytes (Blumenbach, 1775) 
  Eastern chimpanzee Pan troglodytes schweinfurthii (Giglioli, 1872) 
 
 
Humans - Genus Homo Linnaeus, 1758 
 
 Modern human Homo sapiens Linnaeus, 1758 
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