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Introduction 

 

During 2013 and 2014, we undertook a project titled, ‘Distribution, Abundance, Ecology, and 

Conservation Status of the Desert Warthog (Phacochoerus aethiopicus) in Northern Kenya’.  

The survey area included several protected areas, including Mwingi, Samburu, Marsabit, 

Nasalot, and South Turkana National Reserves, and Sibiloi, Marsabit, and Saiwa National 

Parks. Details of the survey area, the methods, and the finding (for warthogs as well as for 

other species) are available in the project’s final report (www.wildsolutions.nl) and in a series 

of 10 blogs (http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/author/yvonnedejong/)  

During this project we collected considerable information on species other than the warthogs. 

Here we briefly mention some of the findings for the primates of this region. 

 

 

Results 

 

Range and altitude extensions for the Mau Forest guereza (Colobus guereza matschiei)  

A population of Mau Forest guereza (Colobus 

guereza matschiei) was found in the central 

Cherangani Hills (N 01.25517; E 35.17792). 

This extends the geographical range of this 

subspecies 50 km to the northeast (from Mt. 

Elgon). It is very likely that the range of C. g. 

matschiei extents even farther north…to the 

north end of the Cherangani Hills (N 01.45). 

Previously, the highest altitude reported for this 

subspecies was 2,900 m asl. During this project, 

two groups of C. g. matschiei were encountered 

at 3,009 m asl (N 01.04587 E; 35.42332).  

 

Mau Forest guereza (Colobus guereza matschiei) at 3,009 

m asl in the Cherangani Hills, central west Kenya. 

Photograph by Yvonne de Jong and Tom Butynski. 
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Geographical range extension for the eastern patas monkey (Erythrocebus patas pyrrhonotus) 

in Kenya 

A group of eastern patas monkeys (Erythrocebus patas pyrrhonotus) was encountered in the 

southern end of the Karasuk Hills, close to the Uganda border, central west Kenya (N 

02.39157; E 34.96023, 1,578 m asl; images on www.wildsolutions.nl). Interviews with local 

residents indicate the presence of many groups of E. p. pyrrhonotus in this region (Blog: 

'Kenya’s Elusive Patas Monkeys'). These locality records support earlier reports of E. p. 

pyrrhonotus along the Kenya-Uganda border and fill a distribution gap of ca. 130 km 

(connecting the range in western Turkana County with that in western West Pokot County). 

Based on estimates presented in De Jong et al. (2008), the historic range of E. p. pyrrhonotus, 

given as ca. 88,800 km², is now adjusted to ca. 93,120 km², or ca. 16% of Kenya's land 

surface area (including the 30 km zone around each locality). The current range is now 

estimated at ca. 52,520 km² (in 2008 the estimate was ca. 48,200 km²), or ca. 9% of Kenya's 

land surface area. The current range is ca. 56% of the historic range. 

 

 
Eastern patas monkey (Erythrocebus patas pyrrhonotus) in the Karasuk Hills, central-west Kenya near the 

Uganda border. Photograph by Yvonne de Jong and Tom Butynski. 
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Phenotypic cline for the savannah monkey (Chlorocebus spp.) 

A phenotypic cline was observed among savannah monkeys (Chlorocebus spp.) across central 

west and northwest Kenya. Individuals of a group of Hilgert's vervet monkeys (Chlorocebus 

pygerythrus hilgerti) at Lodwar share grivet monkey Chlorocebus aethiops traits. The known 

range of C. aethiops includes southeastern South Sudan…but not Uganda. Relative to C. p. 

hilgerti to the east and south, the Chlorocebus of Lodwar have a narrow white brow-band, and 

the black of the hands, feet and tail-tip is either absent (most individuals) or faint (grey). 

Unlike C. aethiops, however, they lack the narrow white moustache, white tail-tip, and white 

tufts of hair on either side of the base of the tail. The one adult male observed at Karasuk Hills 

had a white tuft on either side of the base of the tail and a white, medium-broad, sinuous 

brow-band. The are characters of tantalus monkey Chlorocebus tantalus, the known eastern 

range limit of which extends into central west Kenya, just north of Lake Victoria and just 

south of the Karasuk Hills (images on PhotoMap, wildsolutions.nl). Future Chlorocebus 

surveys in central west and northwest Kenya should focus on describing and photographing 

the phenotypic characters of all individuals encountered, as well as collecting fecal samples 

for phylogenetic research. 

 

Vervet monkey (Chlorocebus pygerythrus) in the Karasuk Hills, central west Kenya near the Uganda border. 

This adult male had white tufts of hair on either side of the base of the tail and a white, medium-broad, sinuous 

brow-band, two traits characteristic of tantalus monkey Chlorocebus tantalus. Photograph by Yvonne de Jong 

and Tom Butynski. 
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Altitude and rainfall records for the olive baboon (Papio anubis) 

During the course of this project we encountered 80 groups of olive baboon (Papio anubis). 

These groups were found at altitudes ranging from 369 m asl (Kalacha, an oasis town in the 

northern Chalbi Desert) to 1963 m asl (central Laikipia County). Previously, the lowest 

altitude record for P. anubis in East Africa was at 540 m asl (Meru NP, central Kenya; De 

Jong & Butynski pers. comm. in Palombit 2013).  

Papio anubis typically drink daily. In northern Kenya, P. anubis occupies areas with a mean 

annual rainfall as low as ca. 200 mm (Marsabit County, east of Lake Turkana). This is a lower 

rainfall than previously reported for this species. The absence of drinking water for several 

months at a time in these areas indicates that P. anubis is able to survive without drinking for 

extended periods. This has not been previously reported in the literature (Blog: 'Secret to 

Olive Baboon Survival in a Barren Desert).  

 

Group of olive baboons (Papio anubis) south of Sibiloi National Park, east of Lake Turkana, northwest Kenya. 

Mean annual rainfall here is ca. 200 mm..Photograph by Yvonne de Jong and Tom Butynski. 

 

Two new populations and range extensions for the Somali lesser galago (Galago gallarum) 

Two new populations of Somali lesser galago (Galago gallarum) were located during this 

project; one in an oasis on the eastern edge of the Chalbi Desert (N 02.56645; E 37.62705, 

385 m asl; Blog: 'New Population of Bushbabies Discovered in Northern Kenya'), and one on 

the southern foothills of Mt. Forole, central north Kenya (N 03.69486; E 38.00721, 1,003 m 

asl). These sites extend the known geographical range for G. gallarum in northern Kenya 100 

km west into the Chalbi Desert and 80 km west along the Kenya-Ethiopia border. 
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Somali lesser galago (Galago gallarum) in an oasis in the Chalbi Desert, north central Kenya. Photograph by 

Yvonne de Jong and Tom Butynski. 

 

Two new localities for Senegal lesser galago (Galago senegalensis senegalensis) 

Two new localities for Senegal lesser galago (Galago senegalensis senegalensis) were found 

during this project; one in the Charangani Hills (West Pokot County, N 01.61856; E 

35.07907, 1,272 m asl) and one in Saiwa Swamp NP (Trans Nzoia County, N 01.09411; E 

35.11822; 1,853 m asl, central west Kenya. In addition, reports of a third locality, Mtembur 

(N 01.34995; E 35.04999, 1,425 m asl), were received from naturalist and lifetime resident R. 

Barnley. The geographical limits of G. senegalensis are poorly understood. There is evidence 

that G. senegalensis occurs in a cline with the currently recognized ‘subspecies’ grading into 

one another (Butynski & De Jong 2012). 
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Senegal lesser galago (Galago senegalensis senegalensis) at Saiwa Swamp National Park, Trans Nzoia County, 

central west Kenya. Photograph by Yvonne de Jong and Tom Butynski. 
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Final Report 

To obtain the final report for this project, please go to 

www.wildsolutions.nl 

 

 

Additional Photographs 

Additional photographs obtained during this survey can be 

viewed at: www.wildsolutions.nl  These include photographs of 

primates, warthogs, hyraxes, antelopes and landscapes.  
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