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Foreword 
 

Biodiversity is a word that has only entered common usage during the past few years, gaining particular 
prominence since the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro 
in 1992. It is a useful term, describing the variety of life at all levels of organisation from ecosystems to species 
and genes. Nevertheless, despite the new terminology, many of the concepts it embodies and the principles 
involved in its conservation have remained fundamentally unchanged. 

The Uganda Forest Department has long been aware of the need to protect representative examples of different 
forest communities in an undisturbed state, in order to safeguard the survival of their associated flora and fauna. 
Forest Nature Reserves were first established in many of the larger forests during the 1950’s and others have 
been added subsequently. However, with the development of conservation science and the benefit of hindsight, 
we now know that these early reserves were mostly too small to remain viable in the long-term, and larger areas 
are consequently in need of preservation. Accordingly, at the time of the Forest Policy revision in 1988, a 
decision was taken to set aside 20% of the country’s forest estate as new forest Nature Reserves, primarily to 
ensure adequate protection for our forest biodiversity. 

Clearly such a policy decision must be implemented on the basis of a sound technical understanding of the issues 
concerned and a comprehensive knowledge of the biological resources in our custody. Selecting an appropriate 
national network of sites to protect the full range of biodiversity is a complex task and it has taken some time to 
complete the first stage in that process, namely an inventory of biological resources in our major forests. We 
have been fortunate to receive tremendous support for this work from the European Community, the Global 
Environment Facility and Voluntary Service Overseas, and I take this opportunity to thank all those concerned. 
Along with others in the series, this report describes the extensive work carried out by the inventory teams, 
which I have been following closely over the past few years and which I commend to you as being work of very 
high quality. The results of this research will prove indispensable as we set about the process of selecting our 
Nature Reserves and will provide a much-needed baseline against which to monitor any future ecological change 
within our forests. 

In September 1993, the Uganda Government ratified the Convention on Biological Diversity, thereby 
undertaking to ensure the conservation and sustainable use of the country’s biodiversity. As one of the most 
biodiverse countries in the world, Uganda recognises that it has a special responsibility in this regard. An 
important task under the terms of Article 7 of the Convention is to identify and monitor components of 
biological diversity and maintain and organise relevant data. The work described in this series of reports goes a 
long way towards meeting these objectives and provides a very sound basis for future work. 
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Commissioner for Forestry Kampala, 1996 
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