The Biodiversity Report Series

This report is one of a series of 33 Biodiversity Reports which present the results of
the first systematic work to document the biological diversity represented in Uganda's
major reserved forests. The reports describe fieldwork carried out by the Forest
Department between 1991 and 1995, aimed at listing the trees and shrubs; birds:
butterflies; moths; and small mammals of the country’s 65 most important conser-
vation forests. The purpose of this work is to provide necessary data on the biological
value of different forests and establish clear priorities for the designation of new forest

Nature Reserves and other conservation areas.

Each report in the series provides a summary of the data collected at one major forest,
or a group of similar adjacent ones. The primary purpose of presenting the data in this
way is to provide a permanent record of the findings as a basis for later comparative
work between sites, and as a baseline for long-term ecological monitoring within
Uganda's forests. Subsequent publications will present the results of more detailed

comparative analyscs presently being undertaken.

The Biodiversity Report Series demonstrates Uganda's commitment to biodiversity
conservation and makes a major contribution towards addressing the country's
obligations under the International Convention on Biological Diversity, signed in Rio

de Janeiro in 1992 and ratified by the Uganda Government in September 1993,
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Foreword

Biodiversity is a word that has only entered common usage during the past few years, gaining particular
prominence since the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro
in 1992. It is a useful term, describing the variety of life at all levels of organisation from ecosystems to species
and genes. Nevertheless, despite the new terminology, many of the concepts it embodies and the principles
involved in its conservation have remained fundamentally unchanged.

The Uganda Forest Department has long been aware of the need to protect representative examples of different
forest communities in an undisturbed state, in order to safeguard the survival of their associated flora and fauna.
Forest Nature Reserves were first established in many of the larger forests during the 1950’s and others have
been added subsequently. However, with the development of conservation science and the benefit of hindsight,
we now know that these early reserves were mostly too small to remain viable in the long-term, and larger areas
are consequently in need of preservation. Accordingly, at the time of the Forest Policy revision in 1988, a
decision was taken to set aside 20% of the country’s forest estate as new forest Nature Reserves, primarily to
ensure adequate protection for our forest biodiversity.

Clearly such a policy decision must be implemented on the basis of a sound technical understanding of the issues
concerned and a comprehensive knowledge of the biological resources in our custody. Selecting an appropriate
national network of sites to protect the full range of biodiversity is a complex task and it has taken some time to
complete the first stage in that process, namely an inventory of biological resources in our major forests. We
have been fortunate to receive tremendous support for this work from the European Community, the Global
Environment Facility and Voluntary Service Overseas, and I take this opportunity to thank all those concerned.
Along with others in the series, this report describes the extensive work carried out by the inventory teams,
which I have been following closely over the past few years and which I commend to you as being work of very
high quality. The results of this research will prove indispensable as we set about the process of selecting our
Nature Reserves and will provide a much-needed baseline against which to monitor any future ecological change
within our forests.

In September 1993, the Uganda Government ratified the Convention on Biological Diversity, thereby
undertaking to ensure the conservation and sustainable use of the country’s biodiversity. As one of the most
biodiverse countries in the world, Uganda recognises that it has a special responsibility in this regard. An
important task under the terms of Article 7 of the Convention is to identify and monitor components of
biological diversity and maintain and organise relevant data. The work described in this series of reports goes a
long way towards meeting these objectives and provides a very sound basis for future work.

E.D. Olet
Commissioner for Forestry Kampala, 1996
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Mount Elgon National Park

Rwenzori Mountains National Park
Budongo Forest Reserve
Kalinzu-Maramagambo Forest Reserve
Kibale National Park

Moroto, Kadam and Napak Forest Reserves
Labwor Hills Forest Reserves

Nyangea-Napore, Rom and Ogili Forest Reserves
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Bugoma Forest Reserve
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Kagombe, Matiri and Kitechura Forest Reserves
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Kasyoha-Kitomi Forest Reserve
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Mount Kei Forest Reserve
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Mabira Forest Reserve
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Agoro-Agu and Lokung Forest Reserves
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Semliki National Park
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Itwara Forest Reserve
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Otzi and Era Forest Reserves
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South Busoga Forest Reserve
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Bwindi Impenetrable National Park
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Sango Bay Forest Reserves
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Morungole, Timu and Lwala Forest Reserves
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Echuya and Mafuga Forest Reserves

Z
e

N
w

Mujuzi, Sesse Islands and Jubiya Forest Reserves
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Mpanga, Zika and Mpigi Forest Reserves
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Luwero District Forest Reserves
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Kilak, Aswa River, Wiceri, Zoka and Opit Forest Reserves
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Luunga, Namwasa, Taala and Bwezigola-Gunga Forest Reserves
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Bukaleba and Mukono Forest Reserves
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West Bugwe and Igwe-Luvunya Forest Reserves
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Kibeka and Maruzi Hills Forest Reserves
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Kazooba, Kasana-Kasambya and Nsowe Forest Reserves
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Rwoho and Kijanabolola Forest Reserves
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Kisangi Forest Reserve

Series editors: Peter Howard and Tim Davenport

Layout and production: Paolo Viskanic




Forests sampled during the biodiversity inventory programme
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Forest name

Mt Elgon

Mt. Rwenzori
Budongo

Kalinzu - Maramagambo
Kibale

Moroto

Labwor Hills
Nyangea - Napore
Bugoma

Kadam

Kasyoha - Kitomi
M. Kei

Mabira

Agoro - Agu
Semliki

MNapak

Onzi

South Busoga
Bwindi
Sango Bay
Maorungole
Timu 5
Kagombe
Rom
Kasagala
Kilak
Luunga
Bukaleby
Namwasa
Kibeka

Taala

Rwoho
Wabisi - Wajala

Itwara

Aswa River
Kabuika - Maj
Kazooha
Era

Maruzi
Kijanabolola
Wiceri
Kapimpini
Kamusencne
Zoku

Mujuzi
Lwala

Matiri

Ogili
Kitechura

Bwerigola - Gunga
Kasana - Kasambya
Opit

Nsowe

Echuya

Mafuga

West Bugwe

lgwe - Luvanya
Kisangi

Mpanga

Mpigi Archipelago
Sesse Islands

Zika

Jubiya

Lokung

Mukono Archipelago
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